PLEIN AIR PITTSBURGH: LEISURE, LEARNING AND HOT BROWN: KENTUC
JUTDOORS IN STEEL CITY LAUGHS IN CHAUTAUQUA BOURBON IS BOOMING
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y Discovery

URBAN WATER VOYAGES, SCENIC COUNTRYSIDE
TOURS AND MUCH MORE TO SEEK OUT

rid

MAD ABOUT MADISON’S
ABUNDANT ARTS AND EATS




J or an introduc

lina, look 1

a microcosm of th

e new life into a section of do
vexce begging for attention and investment
This is the city and its cuisine; it's a st
cultaral exchange, of mixing ok and ne
experiencing dramatic growth, Raleigh is the seco

stest-prowing city in the United Stares.
all thase mouths to

s no wonder

and the

nations, abead of New York, Nashville a

Growth st just about numbsees here. Ie's about
the diverse food and drink places speinging up across
the city, a collection of timeless classics and ambs
t0us new concepes. Whether you enjoy traditional
Southern fare, modern Laotian cuisine or a taste of
nearly every beer under the sun, Raleigh has some-
thing delicives to offer.

SOUTHERN STYLE AND COMFORT FOOD

In the same section of downtown Raleigh near
Brewery Bhavana and the state Capitol building,
chef Ashley Christensen found the site for her new
festaurant in an unlikely location: an old Piggly
Wiggly grocery store. According to Kaitlyn Goalen,
the execurive director of Christensen’s AC Restau-
ants group, the space sat vacans for several years

ESTAURANT

+5 from Columbus,

arch Triangle

culinary breakthrough

BY TAMI KAMIN MEYER

Christensen discovered it. The surrounding
b better days.

Cheistensen’s goal was to resctivate that part of

she took a charce and

Beasley’s Chicken ¢ Mooy i1

mghthul, as the neoghbor-

says Goal

downtawr
bought the progerty, ope
2011. That decision peove

hood contimues to expenence a rosury
growth. The

nce of energy and

cstaurant’s convenent kocation astracts
crs, inchading business people,
d even those who seek Cham-

pagne w

These i t the fried bird is the star
10 Goalen, Beasley's sold
upw 00 fried chicken and waffle meals
in 2018 aloge. Its popular version of this Southern
comfort food pays homage to Cl nsen's parents;
The fried chicken hosors ber mothee’s Memphis rooss,
and since her father was a part-ume beekeeper, ber
m drizzled honey oa her fried chicken to lend a
sweet/salty contrast, says Goalen. Thar's why Chris
te

of this jol

en does i, 100,

st chicken entber. Christensen trans-
formed the old Piggly Wiggly into three separate
establishments: Beasley’s, a burger and sandwich
joird <alled Chuck's and the craft cocktail lounge Fox
ong with two other downtown ven-
al comfort food restaurant, Poole’s
pscale eatery, Death & Taxes—Chnis-
tensen has built a mini Raleigh empire.

She's also received top honors for her Southern
winaing the James Beard Award for Best
e Southeast in 2014 and finishing as 4 run-
es Beard Outstanding Chef Award
£ that comfort food and hauee cussine

nee-up for the Ja
m 2018, It's p

, Wilmingtan S
No resersat

YISS SIS SISIHY.

MORE COMFORT
FOOD:

Tupelo Honey

ceenfort food

425 Overin Ra,
tupsiohaneyafe.com.
919.725-9558

Big Ed's Gty Market
Restaurant

Southesn spetiates and
breakfast featuing frezh,

local eggs
220 Wolfe St,

bigedsciymarket com,

836-9909

The Smashed Waffle Co.
Fresh Belgan walfies with
A vanety oCtable
tepgings. signature Waffie
withes and uncue Dittes
2304 Hiisbavough ST, Ste.
100, smashedwotfies com,
284-200-2200

The Pit Authenttic

0-hog. pR-<ooked

Dovie S,
thept-rodeigh com,
G19-530-45

[

A Top to bottam, beft to sight, Beasiey’s Chickien « Marey, The Raleigh Temes Biar, Morgan Stieet Foced Hall, Watts & Wird, Poote’s Oin, Chc's
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215 Surroxs Starer © Mavsvitis, Ky
B606-564-5565 © WWW.KYGMCORG

Visre e Museum Tues-SaT,
I0AM-4FM OR ONLINE ANYTIME!
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MORE TAVERNS
AND DINERS:

Hisermian kish Pub.

and Restaurant
Autrentic kish pubs,
owred by 3 native of

the Emerald Isle:

3N Glenwood Ave, end
8021 Folis of Neuse Rd,
hbemianput.com,
919-853-2258 (Glenwood)
ond 919-803-0290 (Faks
of Newse)

The Roast Gell

Serves only hot dogs,
355 bottie Cokes a0
homemade Greek des-
serts—dont ask for ketch-
w2 because the nde hee i
Ehat it doesn't Bekiog co
peoper hotdog,

75 West St, roosagaticonn,

! AND COCKTAIL BARS

Rivers. Instead,
guests arc anvit-
ed to download
Untappd. a free
app that lets users
track and share

93.852-8232

The Remedy Diner

The feel of 3 trdronal
direr and bar, but with an
emphasis oo fiesh ingredi-
#nts and vegan opkions,

927 W, Mevgan St
thevemedydinercoem,

919.835.3553

OLD-SCHOOL TAVERNS AND DINERS

Taking a step inside The Raleigh Timves Bar
is like taking a step back in time. That's
because it's housed in the building that was
once home to The Raleigh Tinres, the city's
defuncr afternooa newspaper. The paper
was churned out at that locarion from 1906
0 1925, and many vestiges of the work
are incorporated in the restaurant’s décor
and menu.

When owner Gregg Hatem bought and
renovated the space in 2006, he was deter-
mined to retain the charm of the strocture.
Aged newspaper clippings and images line
the walls, while 2 display case shows off rel-
ics of the newsroom of yesteryeas, including
old printing peess ketrers, newspaper carries
bags and even reporters’ ks. Unsue-

A US. senaror named Barack Obama
stopped in while campaigning in Raleigh,
and back then he dida't have security with
him, says Harem. Diners walked up to shake
his hand. Photos of the man who would
became president appeared in publications
acrass the country, including The New York
Temses, That day helped put The Rakeigh
Times Bar om the map, Hatem says.

For those looksng to eat like a peessdent, or
at least someoee on the campaign trail, the
rescaurant’s most populae dish is its house-
ground berger It ako offers locally peoduced
cheeses and breads, whlle its. nlods feature

bl o in local
In a place that has both written history
aml made a bn of i n, Rnle:gh't Past is so

achiss

prisingly, the bar attracts a certain crowd,

“We're known as a journalist’s hangour,™
says Hatem.

The tavern and eatery changed from a
reporter’s watering hole 1o a mainstream
destination on a fareful day in 2008, “That's
when we wenr from recording histosy 1o
muking i1, he says,

about the Gity’s history in staff training.
“My umrsmsopodnmhnspoo—
ple abou: Ralugh, we get ul:ed

beers they've tried
or want to try.
Raleigh Beer Gar-
den's profile on
the app details the
day’s offerings.

To eliminate
crowding, this tap-
roam on sterods is
housed in a three-
level structure,
with cach floor
featuring  differ-
ent beers, All 144
taps on the first
floor offer Nosth
Carolina beers.
Other domestics
and some interna-
tional brews are
the draw on the
second floos. The
top loar featuares 2

rooftop bar with 12 beers. If you still need
more variety, check our the old Airsteeam |
camper in the backyard, which was coa-
verted into a bar that features 24 moce taps. |

In addition 1o its vast beer offerings,
Ralﬂgh Beer Gmlzn fnlms another

BEER GARDENS, TAPROOMS

If someone visited the Raleigh Beer Garden
every day for a yeas, she could imbibe 3 dif-
ferent beew each time and still noc tap every
keg offered inside this glorious haven of
? According to general manager Carlos Riv
ers, Raleigh Beer Garden's extensive draft list
Eelped it carn two impressive worldwade dis-
] tinctions: the most beer tags of any rest
0 ooe bocanion (402) and ¢
of beeweries fepeesente
The beer garden's
changing, so don't expect sc
pleas a drafe list. “We dc
beer menu, because we change 30 to 40 per-
cent of our beers every 30 to 45 days,” says

5.

t
he largest nember

are ever
hing so sim

t have a princed
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MORE BARS
AND LOUNGES:

Watts & W d

Cigarand wh
427 Glenwoo
havanodelu
999-853-0991

15, thehoymakenaieigh
comn

YIIIL/7777777.

the bar’s counters and
: creations bandmade

BY RAIL.

MIN RAIL

ADVENTURES

Plan a rock & roll getaway to
Cleveland!

Get tickets, see what's on display, find hotel
accommodations and more at

rockhall.com
| 1100 Rock and Roll Boulevard, Clevaland, OH 44114

l
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« Three
Exhibitions
Annlialty

« Architecture

« History

A5 ., Main S8 | Lancanter, 0o | 743-631-142 | wwrw decartishia.ery

FREE ADMISSION

~Nfind:your
S[0rY Tere

Ohio Arts %

% Raleigh, NcJ

The bee er's destination also serves
bar favorites and Southern chassics, from a
smoked beisker and a cheese and char-
<useric tray to beats and pelled pork sand-
wiches. Each Aprid, the Raleigh Beer Garden
hosts the reverad which pits Jocal
-off for the crown.
614 Glenwood
L 979.324-
o Satwr
hits.

catenes in a wing

GLOBAL CUSINE

Though Brewery Bhavana is the shiny new
gem for owners Vansana and Vanvisa
Nolintha, ie's not their first foray into the

Raleigh dining sene, Next door, the brother
and sister opened Bida Manda Laotian Res-
taurant and Bar i1 2012 to pay homuge 10
theis pasents and their hometown of Luang
Prabang, Laos. The name Beds Manda s a
Sanskrit term for father and mother, accord-

ing to the restaurant’s websice.

Lao cussine includes 2 mixture of Thas,
ese and Chinese influences, filtered
through the leas of French culinary style
because of colonial rule. Bida Manda's
rs familiar items that have made
m Amescan din
sde rradison
fare that may be a lieke less familag, such
as duck or beef lark (a mear salad with spécy
lizne, local Berbs and fermented fish sauce)
and thum mak houng {a green papaya salad
with tomarto, peanurs, spicy lime sauce and
4 choice of mear).

Peter Dawyor, who moved to Raleigh 10
years ago and manages a public relations
and markesing firm, dines at Bida Manda
frequently ard says the food is incredible.

His favorite dishes /7777777
chude the caramel-

uedginger pock s - MORE GLOBAL
and the pho L3032 CUISINE:

pot of beef, broth,
noodles, onions
and  five spice
{popular in Lio
food). He describes
it as & tasty, warm
soup ileal for a
winter meal.

Dawyor also
frequents Brewery
Bhavana, which
came about because
of homebrewe:
Patrick Woodson's
chasce dineer with
Bis parents at Bida
Manda, according
the brewery's web
site. He and the
Nolinthas struck
up a rappos and
eventually broughe
floral designer
Deana Nguyen and
bookstore manager
Monica Joa into
the fold to form the
enommous Lproomy  and Lebanese
restaurant/flower  471W Masgan
shopbookstore, marganfecdhallcom,

The accolades 42720
came  quickly. Kadhal the Indlan Woic
Brewery Bhavana
was named to Bow
Appetit’s Hot 10
List of best new res-
tauranss in 2017,

The Nolinthas'
;vm ':clsr::;unu ? e ok

ave helped con- 1978 .
tribute to the grear- S A
er revigal of
the area, whech will
take another step forward in 2019 with the
renovation of Moore Square across the
street. The greenspace will include a stage
for catdoor concerts, festivals, community
gatherings and more.

Bida Marda, 2225, Blownt St., bidamanda.
com, 919-§29-9999; Brewery Bhayana, 218
. Blosent St. bresverybhssana.coms, 919-529-
9998, Resenations r

Mabs Shoppe
The

Ave, Ste 712,

Ta'ui K:roin h::mvis a Colembus freelance
1oriter enjoyed exploring Raleigh's
food and drink sceme in the past.

N ¢ ik

Where every view
is worth sharing.

\ihers the shaces of Loks B give way 10

Tokn G wine shutthe 1o nearby winedies, tiks Ihe
lokpside fown, of socr Shrcugh the ieelons on a 2ip-
Tine eecursion. Whethas you visitSoc the day of moke

# 0n ovemight gawsy, find I ol of The Lodge.

THE L00GE AT

N TMELARE
SWIOE WINE COLNTAY XEIORT

ThelodgeAtGeneva.com
866.554.0015
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